YEG Reimagined: Bison and Magpie Designh Wins 2026 Face of Edmonton

Public vote selects symbolic new icon celebrating regional
identity and the North Saskatchewan River valley

Each year, a new Face of Edmonton is selected through a public vote
organized by the Edmonton River project. The 2026 winner is a bison
carrying a magpie, chosen by 72.7% of voters in the annual poll that
concluded on March 31.
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The design was co-created through consultation with hundreds of artists, community leaders, and members of
the public, and incorporates multiple layers of meaning.

At its core, the bison’s midsection forms the world’s largest lowercase “e”, tracing the outline of Edmonton’s
river valley and ring road. Four bison hoofprints mark significant sites along the river—from southwest to
northeast: Sacred Land, Indigenous Art Park, the Medicine Wheel Garden, and the Rossdale Burial Ground. As
a symbolic map, the image guides people to these and many other local destinations.

Bison tracks crossing the river valley evoke ancient migration routes of vast herds that once forded the river
near present-day Grandin Station. The City of Edmonton is currently considering renaming this site Buffalo
Crossing following recent public consultation.

“This would be a meaningful way to commemorate the historic role of the bison in this region,” says Michael
Overduin, Director of the Edmonton River project.

The bison’s muscular hindquarters form the letter “Y,” symbolizing strength, while its head shapes a “G,”
representing wisdom. Together, these elements spell “YEG,” giving new personality to the widely used
nickname for the Edmonton region and its airport code.

This reimagining of YEG as a bison comes at a time of regional transition, including the dissolution of the
Edmonton Metropolitan Region Board and ongoing efforts by Edmonton Global to attract investment. The
Edmonton River team suggests that a unifying symbol like the bison can help express a shared regional identity
and support a coordinated economic vision.

Bison once roamed these plains in the millions. Today, their numbers are recovering through regional ranching
efforts and conservation programs at Elk Island National Park, where herds are helping repopulate the species
across North America.

“As the bison’s presence grows, so too might recognition of our region,” Overduin adds. “This magnificent
animal could help draw positive attention to Edmonton.”

The design also reflects the cultural foundations of the region. The words “Edmonton, Alberta, Canada”
reinforce its geographic identity, while Cree syllabics for Beaver Hills House (<IF"b"<t"b"Ab>) and bison
(<"b-A-1"D") appear within the “e,” acknowledging their enduring importance to the land and its peoples.
Balancing these cultural dimensions has been a central theme of the Face of Edmonton initiative.

Perched on the bison’s back, the magpie represents a natural symbiosis: by feeding on insects, it benefits the
bison by removing irritants. This pairing also reflects the magpie’s recent recognition as Edmonton’s City Bird
and its significance as a healer in Indigenous traditions. Both animals face forward, suggesting a shared vision
for the future.



The goal of the Face of Edmonton project is to provide a platform for people to express their stories and
connections to this place—helping others discover the richness and diversity of Edmonton’s communities and
landscapes.

The Edmonton River project began as an independent, grassroots response to the Make Something Edmonton
initiative from the mayor’s office, inviting citizens to develop imagery for the city. Designs are printed on T-
shirts and stickers and are available locally at The Makers Keep, Edmonton Arts Council, Muttart Conservatory,
and John Janzen Nature Centre shops.

All images are freely available under a Creative Commons license. The public is invited to nominate themes or
submit designs for the 2027 Face of Edmonton, participate in commenting on and voting for submissions, and
can receive discounts on branded merchandise at: https://forms.gle/qPfJtCVbBIgHhCGU?7.
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Anonymous comments from the public from March 27-31, 2026 included:

“Wonderful eye-catching art”

“All are beautiful designs”

“Love it!”

“Beautiful, true artistry!” o

“This is a great contest. Well done . "

“Bison with magpie represents the Edmonton area best!”

“I like that both the city bird and the city animal are represented.”
“Clean impressive design for all peoples.”

“A magnificent animal and a super representative for the strength of Edmonton.”
“I prefer the bison with the magpie on its back. It is more focused.”
“Each has its strength. I like seeing the big bison best!”

Contact: Michael Overduin
Director, Edmonton River project
Email: michael@edmontonriver.com

Further information: www.edmontonriver.com
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